
he trial of Jesus by the religious 
leaders and ultimately by Pilate 
bring a couple things to the 

surface:

(1) Sinful people will go to great lengths 
to accomplish their goals.

(2) Jesus is so patient, gracious and 
forgiving.

 It’s pretty startling when you  
consider what’s really going on here.  
Look at the audience at Jesus’ trial 
before the Sanhedrin.  Matthew tells 
us that Caiphas, the high priest was 
there.  Along side of Caiphas were the 
teachers of the law, the elders, and the 
chief priests.  These are the guys who 
are supposed to be the religious 
examples to Israel.  These should be 
the guys who trumpet righteousness 
and justice.  The boys and girls in the 
community should be able to look to 
these leaders as their heroes in the 
faith.  

 But that’s not what these guys 
were about.  These “religious” leaders 
were neck-deep in corruption.  In 

Matthew 26:59 it says that the chief 
priests were “looking” for false 
evidence against Jesus so they could 
put Him to death.   Did you catch 
that ?  Je sus had been pub l i c l y 
ministering for the past three years and 
they weren’t able to bring any true 
accusations against Him.  And they 
weren’t just trying to lock Jesus up, 
they were trying to kill Him.  In our 
justice system these guys would be 
guilty of pre-meditated murder.

 Eventually Jesus tells them 
that He is indeed Christ, the Son of 
God.  And that was all they needed to 
hear to sentence Him to death.  After 
this they spit in His face, punch, slap 
and mock Him.  This always blows me 
away.  Jesus is the King of the Universe.  
He created each of the people who 
were mocking Him.  He could have 
killed them all in an instant...but He 
didn’t.  He was compassionate, patient, 
loving, and merciful to people who 
didn’t deserve it.  Come to think of 
it...that sounds like how He treats you 
and me.
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Day 8 - Trial

Read & Discuss

You just read about the first part of 
Jesus’ trial.  Now read about Jesus’ trial 
before Pilate in John 18:28-19:16.  

>>Why did the Jews keep from entering 
the palace (18:28)?  

>>Does it seem strange that they are 
trying to murder an innocent man, but 
they take careful measure to be sure that 
they can participate in their religious 
ceremony later in the day?  

>>It becomes obvious that Pilate doesn’t 
want to crucify Jesus.  What is the other 
option that he gives the Jews and how 
do they respond?  

>>How has the crowd changed since the 
last time they were shouting at Jesus?  

>>In what ways did the Jews act 
immorally to convince Pilate to condemn 
Jesus?

>>In Jn 19:11 what does Jesus show 
Pilate (and us) about who is 
orchestrating this event?

Pray

Pray together as a family.  If everyone 
f e e l s c o m f o r t a b l e p r a y i n g o u t 
loud....make sure everyone has a chance 
to pray.  

After you pray do something fun together 
(play a game, watch a movie, get some 
Ice Cream or Coffee...etc.).  
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